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MINUTES 


++ 
FIRST DAY—Morn1NG SEssION. 

Tur SUNFLOWER Baptist Association met with Enon 
Baptist Church, near Sumner and Webb, ‘Tallehatchie county, 
i'riday before the first Lord's day in September, A. D. 1892. 
at 11 o'clock a. m., this being the 2nd day. The Moderator, 
1M. Chrestman, and T. 5. Shuford, Clerk were present. The 
Moderator called the meeting to order. By request of Mod- 
erator, Eld. H. A. Ferguson conducted the opening exercises, 
Nearer My God to hee” was sung by the congregation, 
and the 46th division of the Psalms was read and prayer by 
Eld. H. A. Ferguson. . The Moderator then declared the As- 
sociation ready for business. 

On motion of Eld. J. W. Collins, the Moderator appoint- 
ed Brethrea D. H.S. Vox and J. W. Collins as reading clerks 
to read the letters from the churches. 


First Church, of Bolivar Letter only. 
Oak Ridge Chareb- Letter’ and Messengers, Ela. J. W. Collins, 


Bretkren Wm. Dempsey, J. W. Maupin. 
Baptist Church at Belen— Letter and Messenger, J. M. Chrestinan. 
Friars Point Church Letter and Messengers, Eld. D. H.8. Cox and 


Brother H. J. Mallius. ; 
Enon Church—Letter and Messengers, Eld. H.A. Ferguson, Breth- 


ren K. F. Chrestman, J. B. Sumner, J. M. Dyess and W M. White. 
Baptist Church at Lyou— Letter and Messengers, T. 8. Shuford and 


Sister Nannie Mackey. 
Baptist ¢ ‘burch at Lula Letter and Messenger, Sister T. H. VanEa- 


ton. (2nd day.) 
Having completed the reading of the letters from the 


churches, upon motion 4 letter, dismissing Enon church 
from the Yalabusha Association, was read recommending 
said church to this Association; Enon church having &p- 
plied and was admitted into this Association at its last ses- 
sion at Lyon, upon statement promising . the above letter. 
which was satisfactory. 

Having enrolled the delegates, the Moderator then ‘de- 
clared the Association ready for permanent organization 

Whereupon Eld. 4). H.S. Cox moved, and his motion 
was seconded, that the present officers be elected b accla- 
mation; Motion prevailed, thereby making Bro. J. M. Chrest- 
man Moderator, and T.5 Shuford Clerk. 

The Moderator then in a few words thanked the bod; 
for the honor conferred, promising to preside to the best of 
his ability and announced the Association ready for business. 


a 


ae 
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SUBJECTS FOR REPORTS AND COMMITTEES TO WRITE ON THEM, 


Home and Foreign:Missions, J. W. Collins. 
Sunday Schools, Mrs. Tl’. H. VanKaton. 

State Missions, D. H. S. Cox. 

Publications, ‘I’. 8. Spuford. 

Prohibition, RK. T. Uhrestman. 

Ministerial Education, H. A. Fergurson. 
Mississippi College, J’ M. Chrestusan. 

Daty ot pastors to their churches, E.-B. Faller 
Daty of churches to their pastors, J. B. Sumuer. 
Woman's work, Mrs. J. J. Slack. 


EXE STTIVE COMMITEER. 


4. W. Collins, H. A. Pergurson, D. i. $. Cox, B. B. Milam. 

Eld. D. H. 8S. Cox then called for the report of the com- 
mittee apointed at the bast session of the the Association to 
revise the Constitution of this Association. This was called 
for in order that this séasion of the Association could work 
under the new Constitution! as soon as it was adopted. Eld. 
J. W. Collins, chairman of suid committee, then read the 
Constitution as prepared. Atter some discussion, upon mo- 
tion of Eli. D. H.5, Cox, the uew constitution was adopted 
and will be recorded in these minutes at the proper place. 
Upon motion. Bro. J. B. Sumner was then Hominated and 
elected, by acclamation, ‘Treasurer and ‘Trustee of this Asso- 
ciation. 

Kid. D. H. 8. Cox then offered the following resolution: 
That this association meet at) a. mw. Adjiurn at 12 m. 
Meet at 2 p, m.; adjourn at4p.m. And upon motion the 
resolution was adopted, making the time of meetiug and ad- 


Journment as aboye stated. 

Eid. H. A. Fergasou then delivered ashort address, wel- 
coming the Assoviavon and visitors, promising the very, best 
they hud toeat aud the best beds they had to sleep in,2 ete. 
Making all feel weleome. The Moderatoa then appointed a 
committee on devotiogal exercises. Committee: Eid. H. A. 
Ferguson and delegates of Kuon chorch. 
that dinner was upon the ground, plenty for alf. .A motion 
Was then made that Eid DD. HOS Cox predch the introduc- 
tory sermon to-night at 7 30 o'clock swhich motion prevailed 


aod sv announc@d. ft being the hour of adjournment, upon 
motion Association then adjourned for dinner, to meet at 2 
p.m. Benediction by Eld. D. H. 8. Cox 


lt was announced 


EVENING Session, 2 pow. 


_ The Association re-assembied after partaking of refresh- 
ments, which were, as annuunced, just under the hill near 
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the charch, in bountiful supply, and as good as heart could 
wish. 

The good old hymn, “How Firm a Foundation,” was 
sung by the congregation, ard by appointment of the Mod- 
erator Kid. D. H. 8. Cox conducted the opening exercises. 
Reading from the Scripture the 19th division of the Psalms, 
and offered prayer. 

Moderator then called the Association to order and an- 
nounced ready for business. 

Reading of reports was then called for, and the Clerk 
vas requested to read the lists of reports and names of com- 
muttee. 

Report on Home and Foreign Missions was called, Thos. 
W. White committee. He being absent, Moderator appoint- 
ed Eld. D. H. 8. Cox to write in his stead. 

lteport on Sunday Schools; Bro. H. B. Hill, committee. 
He being absent, Moderator appointed Bro. H. J. Mullins to 
write in his stead. 

Report on State Missions; Eld. H. A. Fergusop, com- 
mittee. This report was then read by the writer, and spoken 
on by him and Elders J. W. Collins and D. H. 8. Cox—all 
discussing the subject well. On motion. report as read was 
idopted. [See Appendix A. for report. | 

Report on Ministerial Education was next called for; 
Bro. J. M. Chrestman, the Moderator, committee. Eld. D. 
IT. S. Cox was requested to take the chair. and Bro. Chrest- 
man read his report and discussed the same; also Elders JJ. 
W. Collins, D. H. 8. Cox (the Moderator taking the chair) 
HI. A. Ferguson. After discussion, report as read was adopt- 
ed. -[See Appendix B for report. | 

The Ladies’ Aid Societies of the churches having written 

letters and making reports: to this Association, upon motion 
of Eld. D.. 0.8, Cox that the letters from these societies be 
read, the Clerk was requested to do 30. Two letters were 
handed in to be read, one from the Ladies’ Aid Sogiety of the 
Friars Point Baptist church, and one from the Ladies’ Aid 
Society of the Baptist church at Lyen. Each of the above 
letters showing the amounts of money raised by them and 
the disposition made of the same since their organization— 
which showing will be made in these minutes at the proper 
place. 
Upon motion of Eld. D. H. 8. Cox, the Moderator ap- 
pointed commitees to write on all reports when the commit- 
tee was not present, and the following named brethren were 
appointed to write upon the following subjects: 

“(Qn Publications,” Bro. J. W. Manpin. 

“On Woman's Work,” Eld. D. H.8. Cox. 
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Report on “Duties of pastors to their churches” wea 
then called for; T. 5. Shuford, committee. His report being 
only partially prepared, asked for more time which was 


nted. 

Duty of churches to their pastors; RK. #. Chrestman. 
committee. Asked for time aad was passed. ° 

There being no farther business before the Association, 
on motion Association adjourned to meet at 9a. m. to-mor- 
row morning. The hymn “There is a fountain filled with 
blood” was sung, and Eld. D. H. 8. Cox pronounced the ben- 
ediction. 

At 7.30 o'clock a good congregation assembled to hear 
the Introdnctory Sermon by Eld. D. H.S. Cox, as had been 
announced, The hymns “Amazing Grace” and “Come thou 
fount of every blessing” were sung by the congregation 
Bro. D. H. 8. Cox then took the stand and read from the 
Scripture a portion of the Srd chapter of Ezekiel, beginning 
at the 16th and read to the 93rd verse. Text; 2 Cur., 2nd 
ehapt.; 14th, 15th and Ipth verses: 

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the Saviour of his 
knowledge by us in every place. 

For,;we are unto God a sweet savourof Christ, in them 
that are saved, and in them that perish: To the ane we are 
éhe savour of death unto death; and-to the other the savour 
of life unto life. And who 1s sufficient for these things?” 

Preaehed a good sermon, handling his subject well, to an 
appreciative congregation, After the sermon, Bro. J. T 
Christian led in prayer. Benediction by Eld H. A. Ferguson. 


SATURDAY, SECC IND DAY- MorNING SESSION. 


The Association assembled at 10 a. m., instead of the 
tiour appointed, ?. “Jesus Loyer of My Soul” was sung, ana 
Bro. J. T. Christian by request of Moderator conducted the 

ning exercises. Read from the Scripture the 2nd division 
of the Psalms and led ip prayer. The Moderator then an- 
nounced the Association ready for business. 

The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and upon 
motion adopted. 

Bro. B. B, Milam then made a statement giving a reason 
for his churches failing to be represented. Letter from Lu- 
la chucrh was then read—name of delegate is enrolled on the 
list as made out pestering: 

On motion of Eld. J, W. Collins, Bro, J. T. Christian, 
Secretary of the “State Board,” was invited to a seat with 
#s and made welcome; also Bro. B. B. Milam, as a visitor to 
participate with us in our deliberations. 
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On motion of Eld. D. H. 8. Cox, the ‘report on "Home 


and Foreign Missions” was set for 7.30 o'clock to-night, in 


order to have a speech from Bro. J. T. Christian on the 
subject, and mass-meeting. 

Report on “Prohibition” was read by Bro. H. A. Fergu- 
son, committee, andspokengto by him and Bro. J. ‘I. Chris- 
tian. Report as read, on motion, was adopted. [See Appen- 
dix © for report. | * 

Report on “Mississippi College” was read by Eld. J. 
W, Collms, committee, discussed by him, D. H. 8. Cox and 
H. A. Ferguson’ On motion, Report as read was adopted. 
| See Appendix D for report. | \ 

Report on “Duties of pastors to their churches” was 
read by T. 8. Shuford, committee, and spoken to by B. B. 
Milam. Report, on motion, was adopted, 

At the close of the above discussion the hour for adjourn- 
ment having arrived, the Association adjourned to meet at 
p. m. Announced dinner on the ground again. Benedic- 
tion by Bro. B. B. Milam. 


APrreRNOON SESSION. 


Association—after partaking of refreshments, which 


were again spread upon the tables near the church, in boun- 
tiful supply and simply splendid—re-assembled promptly at 


‘9 p.m. to finigh the business of the Association. “Amazing 


Grace How Sweet the Sound,” was sung by the congrega- 
tion, and Eld. J. W. Collins, at the request of the Modera- 
tor, conducted the opening exercises. Read the 103rd Psalm 
and led in prayer. 

Report on “Duties of churches to their pastors” was 
read’ by Bro. RK. F. Chrestman, commmittee, and discussed 
_ J. W. Collins. Upon motion, report as read was 

ndiv E for report. 
“Woman's Work,” by D. H. 8. Cox, commit- 

tee, was read and spoken to by the wri 

Christian. Report as read, on motion, 


Appendix F for report.| 
“Sunday Schools,” by Bro. H. J. Mullins was 


‘ y Eld. H. A. Ferguson. On motion, re- 
as read was adopted. [See Appendix G@ for report. | 
ublications,” by J. W. Maupin, was re 
by Bro. J. W. Collins for the writer, and was discussed by 
Brethren J. T. Christian, H. A. Ferguson and B. B. Milam. 
Upon motion of Eld. J. W. Collins, the above report was 
amended. On motion, the report as amended was adopted. 


| See Appendix H. for report. | 
The Associational Board had nothing to report. 
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The following resolution was offered by Eld. H. A. Fer- 
guson: “Resolved, That the next meeting of this Associa- 
tion be held with Lula Baptist Church, at Lula, Coahoma 
county, on the L. N. 0. & T. road.” Resolution as offered, 
upon motion, was adopted. 


DELEGATES TO CORRESPONDING BODIES. 


The Southern Baptist Convention—Place of meeting, 
Nashville, Tenn., on Thursday before the 2nd Lord’s day in 
May, 1893. Eld. J. W. Collins was nominated, and upon 
motion elected by acclamation, and Eld. D. H,.5. Cox was 
chosen and elected Alternate, 

The State Convention--Sleeting at Vicksburg, -Miss., 
Thursday before the ith Lord’s day in July, 1893. The. fol- 
lowing named brethren were appointed by the Moderator to 
attend: Eld. J. W. Collins, DJ H. 8. Cox, H.| A. Ferguson, 
J. M. Chrestman, T.S. Shuford, Sister T. H. VanKaton, 
Bro. H. B. Hill, H. J. Malling, B. B. Milam, J. B. Griffin, 
T. R. Overby, James Cagle. 

Deer Creek Association) Convenes Oct. 13th, 02 at Hol- 
lensdale, Miss. The folléwing brethren agreed to attend if 
they could: Elders J. W, Upflins and D. H. 5. Cox. 

Sunflower Association (eolored )—The meeting for this 
vear 1s over—don’t know itfplace. of meeting next year. 
Eld. J. W. Collins agrees fteattend. 

On motion, it was agreed that Eld. H, ‘A. Ferguson 
preach the “Introductory Sermon” at the next meeting of 
the Assdciation and Eld. J. W. Collins, Alternate. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution offered by D, H.S. Cox: “That the thanks 
of the delegates, messengers and visitors of ‘the Sunflower 
Association, are tendered to the members ‘of, Enon Baptist 
church and citizens generally, for their cordial welcome and 
noble hospitality during the session of this body.” On mo- 
tion, resolution was adopted. 

The Treasurer's report was read, showing the amount of 
money received and the disbursments. Report approved. 

Resolution offered by Eld. H. A. Ferguson: “That the 
Clerk be allowed $10.00 for his services, and that he have as 
many minutes printed ashe may deem necessary.’ On mo- 
tion, resolution was adopted. 

_ Also by H. A. Ferguson: “That the thanks of this As- 
sociation be tendered the officers of this body for the faith- 
ful manner in which they discharged their duty.” Qn mo- 
tion resolution was adopted. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 7.30 
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o'clock to-night to have the report on “Home and Foreign 
Missions” read and the discussion of ‘the same bv Jie. 
Christian, and to complete the business of the Association. 
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” was sung and 
the congregation dismissed by Eid. H. A. Ferguson. 

\t 7.30 the appointed hour the Association re-assem bled. 
The hymn, “O fora closer walk with God,” was sung. De- 
yotional exercises were conducted by Eld. B. B. Milam: Read 
from Rom. Ist chapter 14 verses and led ‘in prayer. The 
Moderator then announced ready for business. { 

The report on “Home and Foreign Missions” was read 
by Kid. D. H. S. Cox, committee, and Bro. J. y. Christian 
at length upon the report. holding the audience, which 


1 
aT <e 
i r 


was a good one, spell bound. (n motion, the report as read 


was adopted. 
The minutes of to day's business were then read by the 


Clerk, and npon motion adopted. 

The committee on devotional exercises arfnounced that 
Bro. J. T. Christian would preach to-morrow at 11 o'clock, 
and after sermon that a collection for State Missions would 
ha taken. Also, that dinner would be upon the ground, and 
preaching again at 2 o'clock by Bro. PD. H. 8. Cox. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at Lula, 
Coahoma county, on the L. N. 0. & T. read, Friday before 
the Ist Lord’s day 1n September, 1893. “Praise God From 
Whom All Blessings Flow” was sung, and benediction. by 
Bld. 8. A, Ferguson. Thus ended a very harmonious and 
fitable meeting of the Suntléwer \ssociation. 


SUNDAY MORNING, 11 o' CLOCK. 


\ large congregation assembled to hear the sermon by 
Bro. J.T. Christian, who preached a fine sermon which was 
\fter the sermon a collection for State 
amounting in cash and subscriptions to 


i 


pre 


appreciated by all. 
Missions was taken, 
100.00. After partaking of refreshments, the congrega- 
tion again assembled at 2 o'clock, when Eld. Dp. H. 8. Cox 
preached a good sermon thus winding Up the preaching 
services, and Monday morning the delegates all came togeth- 
er at the depot to take the train for home. 

CLERK. 
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Contributions by the churches since,last report, as gath- 
ered from the letters: ' 


Enon eburch to State missions 1 1 .85 : 
Ministerial education 5.00 SIG.8D5. 
Belen a State missions 10.00, 
First Church of Boliver “ 7 1.75 
Friars Point s 
« * Ministerial Aid 
Church expenses 
Ministerial education ‘ 260.40 
Pastor's salary 300.00 
Value of Church property, $2000 .0) 
Lula church State missions SS.85, 
c hare b at Lyon Ministerial Education 10.00 
State missions 9.05 
Sunday Sehool purposes 20.00 : 
* Pastor's salary for ons Sabbath $200.00 
Oak Ridge State missions* $2.60 *2.60 
Ladies Aid Society of Friars Point since. their 
organization, Mareh 16, i 
For all purposes—Mrs E. L. Slack Sec. & Treas., $378.09 
Ladies Aid Society of i at Lyon since organization 
Feb'y 1891 Mrs. M. M. Killebrew. Pres., Miss Hellie 
Bobo, Sec., Clara Bobo Treasurer Total amount $124.) 
Collection for State missions at the Associ.tion.in 
cash and subscription. R100.00 


Grand [Total $845.00. 


Note:—A portion of the amount reported by the two L. A. 5 
was reported at last Association, 


; Treastrer’s Report. 
lo amount rec'd from Friars Point church Dr 
For Ministerial education $10.00. 
’ Printing minutes 2.50. 
from church at Lyon ? 
For ministerial édacation, bal. of pledge 5.40, 
Printing minutes 2.00. 
from Mrs. McRay for missions WW 
from Enon chnreh— 
For ministerial education 5.00 
minutes 5.00 
from church at Belen — 
For State missions 10.79 
** minutes 2.50 
from the church at Lula, for minutes 2 50 
from Oak Ridge, for minutes 3.00, 
eash collected at Association for minutes 4.00. 
Refuge church since meeting of Assoc’p 1.75 
—DISBUBSEMENTS:- 
By amt turned over to J. T. Christian for State missions R150, 
a paid = : for ministerial education 20.40. 
T. 8. Shuford, Clerk, for minutes 


an} en ees 


$54.15 


Respectfully Submitted. 
‘ J. B. Somyen, Treasurer. 
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APPENDIGES: © 
Appenpix A—State MIsszons. 

Your committee on “State Missions” beg leave to sub- 
mit the following: That State Missions have been a_ success 
for many years, and especially is it true ofthe past year. It 
has been the instrument in God’s hand in doing great good 
that perhaps would not have been done otherwise. The 
spirit of missions is dovelopirg in our beloved State, and God 
is blessing our work and we have great redson to be encour- > 
aged, and do more for the cause of our beloved Zion, ESPEC!I- 
LLY is it trae of the Delta, as the State Board located at 


Jackson, is making special efforts to supply the destitution 


in this swamp country. They have had men under their 
employ during the last year, and itis our duty to respond 
nobly to the calls of the State Board that may he made by 
Dr. J.T. Christian, the efficient Secretary of said Board. 
Respectfully Submitted, H. A. FERGUSON. 
Appenpix B—MUNISTERIAL EipucaTIoN. 


It has been said that if you do not educate your child, 
the world will. Jessee Mercer, the Georgia preacher, said 
this world is to be eonquored for God by men and money. 

The most potent factor in this world is brains properly 
developed. All the wonderful achievements, of this won- 
derful age, are traceable to thoroughly trained minds. The 
great engineering feats of the last quarter of a century are 
the results of minds that imbibed deep in that special source. 
The stupendous fortunes amassed by our merchant princes, 
are the results of energies trained ia that particular channel. 
And so in the various lines of human endeavor where success 
has been achieved you will find a prior preparation. 

The great diplomats of all ages are men who have spent 
their lives studying political economy. If we find prepara- 
tion necessary for the accomplishing of great things by man 
for man, what shall we say in regard to the men who are 
called of God to preach his gospel to the lost of this world? 
shall they be thoroughly prepared ‘and trained for their 
highest of calling? To ask the question is to answer it. 
The time was in the dim past wheh it was rather unpopular 
for a minister to be educated; but happily that time has pass- 
ed. The state of society, the civilization, the onward move 
of everything demand an educated ministry. So the - ques- 
tion is not shall the ministry be educated; it must; but when, 
how and by whom? When a church 1s satisfied by a thor- 
ough examination as to the call ofa candidate, his qualifica- 
tions as to piety, zeal, stability and mental fitvess, then his 
training should begin. But how? Should the church suffer 
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him to get his mental food in a hap-hazzard manuer—here a 
little and there a little, sometines good but poftener, if not 
pernicious, of a questions ble character. Shall he be permit- 
ted to pursue his studies as best he Gan,.with borrowing, beg- 
ging or buying books with the scant means he may possess ? 
Pursuing his studies surrounded by uncongepial, if not evi! 
companions; or being instracted by those otherwise good 
brethren who themselves need instructions? | This method 
should “belong to the past; the times have changed: yes, the 
civilization of the centary demands an educated ministry. 

The churches must take a more enlightened conception 
of this whole subject. Why solemnly set apart a young 
man to the ministry and not give him the needed assistance 
to prepare himself for his big and holy calling? Just as well 
plant your garden expecting an abundant yield of vegitables 
without the needed fertilization, culture and moisture. Let 
the churches consecrate themoney which the Lord has lent 
them. and send him tosome one of the schaojs of the proph- 
ets where he may come in contact with minds as bright or 
brighter than his; where he may n easure himself by others, 
and not by himself, for yan know “when Greek meets Greek 
then comes the tug of war.” where he may be surrounded by 
all the conveniences and helps so necessary in the successful 
prosecution of his studves, This is the foundation stone of 
all successful mission work; here it begins.’ W ho ever saw 
an artisan achieve success with the rnde implements foand on 
afarm? Equip your prospeetive laborer in each manner as 
that he, nor you, may be ashamed of the labor, Remember 
that he is to labor in the Lord’s vinyard. 

Let the churches see to it that he needs nothing. (tive 
him straw that he may work it in his mortar. Lighten his 
woak by kindly sympathy and earnest prayer for his future | 
suecess in the Master's cause, By whom? This is the ques- 
tion. Our candidate should haye the very best instructors: 
those thoroughly equipped; who understand both the letter 
and spirit of God's Word; the peculiar belief of the sect ev- 
erywhere “spoken against; who dare to teach and preaahi 
the same; who will shun the so-called liberalism of the pres- 
ent day as a deadly upas which kills every Baptist church 
that may be so recreant as to embrace them. Mississipp! 
College is the place to edueate our young ministers. 

Respectfully sabmitted, J. M. CHRESTMAN. 
Appenpry’ C—PRonIBITION. 

Your committee on “Prohibition” beg leave to report: 
That the spirit of Prohibition is growing in favor with the 
people, and it is a success im many places and the friends of 


morals, civilization and religion. should not cease to teach 


. 
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and practice Prohibition, but make use of all laudable means 
to suppress the strong drink habit. Whiskey drinking pulls 
down every thing that is good, opposes Christianity, defies 
laws, demoralizes communities, breaks up families, severs 
marriage relations, violates pledges, abuses the good, perse- 
cutes the women, beggars children, murders men, weakens 
the mind and destroys thesoul. All christians should op- 
posé the use or legalizing of such a great evil. I would 
recommend that our churches discipline apy member who 
drinks to excess, deals 1 intoxicating liquors or signs whisky 
petitions. We rejoice that out of the seventy-four counties 
of the State, thirty-seven have voted to suppress the sale of 


intoxicating drink. j 


I 


The very best people rejoice over it and 
many who were slaves to the drink habit are rising up to 
bless the cause of Prohibition. Noble women are calling on’ 
us to save their husbands and sons from the drunkard’s 
doom. The best men of the land are working for prohibi- 
tion, and the good woinen are cheering and urging us on to. 
victory. Respectfully submitted,. H. A. Rergvson. 
\ppenpix D-—Report ON Mississiprt COLLEGE. 

In writting a report on this subject, your committee 
does not know where to commence or where to end. Its im- 
portance to us, asa people, cannot be estimated. If we will 
just take a retrospectiye view we will see that the Baptist 
of the State have grown ‘n influence and efficiency in pro- 
portion to the ‘aterest they have taken, and the support they 
have given to Mississipp! College. It is the great lever 
which God has plaged-in our hands, by which .we may prize 
up and elevate the world —missions, which means the gospel, 
are the basis of all civilization, and mitiisterial education 18 
the basis of missions, and educational institutions are the 
principal facilities to ministerial education. «So the effici- 
ency of the mission work of the Baptist of the State ot Mus- 
sissippi depends yery largely upon the support they give Missis- 
sipp1 College. Mississippi College has sons to-day in almost 
every open mission field. They are standing there to-day, 
surrounded by heathen darkness, utilizing the training they 
received at Mississippi College. Brethren, to\cripple Missis- 
sippi College is to cripple missions; to refuse to support Mis- 
sissippi College is in part, and inan indirect way, to refuse 
to support missions. Mississippii College belongs to the 
Baptist of the State of Mississippi, and her sons are to-day 
filling the majority of the Baptist pa f the State. Mis- 
sissipp College has done more to pu Zaptist of the 
State in the front rank of the christians of the State than 
any one thing élse, and brethren, we are glad to say its fu- 
ture is brighter to-aay than ever before. It already has an 
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endowment fund of about $60,000 in cash and notes, and at | 
the meeting of the last State Convention, it | was ‘decided to | 
move the college to Meridian, accepting an offer made by 
the citizens of Meridian of $50.000 in cash and ,30 acres of 
land for a site. and:we wish 6 place this Association on 
record as indorsing the aetion of the last State Convention 
in moving Mississippi College from Clinton, Miss., to Meri- 
dian, Miss, : 


Respectfully Submitted, §). W. CoLiins. 
Appenprx E—Dvries ov Cucacues To THErR Pastors. 

The duties of churches to their pastors are mutual and 
close. The pastor is spoken of as a shepherd; the mem ber- 
ship as sheep. The trag pastor watches over the spiritual 
welfare of the m subership; giving instruction, consolation, 
ind strength to the weak and wavering, and love to all. 

Each and every chareh is an independent organization, 
and while walking in the paths and living up to the laws of 
her Divine Law-giver and Savior is invincible, and her march 
is triumphant. She bas the chore of her officers, or ser- 
vants and when with praverful consultation and considera- 
tian, She has chosen or éalled her pastor; she. should ever be 
ready to recieve and profit by his § riptural ministration, and 
advise: should render unto him his dues; supply his equit- 
able needs; Study and defend his character, when wrong- 
fully assailed: in his pastoral visits recieve bim with the love 
and respect due the elect and chosen of God, and make his so- 
journ agreeable and profitable to pastor and members alike. 

Respectfully submitted, R..F..CHRESTMAN, Chairman. 

Appenpix. F—Woman’s Work. 

Itshould be remembered that the service of christian 
women met the hearty appro bat on and ¢ommendation of 
the Savior. He said of her, “Leave her alone for she hath 
done a good work.”  Paulpspeaking of a gor J sister, said to 
the church, “Receive her'for she hath been « f great service 
to me in the work.” Her place is fully reeogn ved in the 
word of ¢ las} ng ome of momentus interest, and au en- 
lightened christian civilization has cheerfully and heartily 
accorded to her the p sition which her piety, intelligence 
and devotion have justty charms d The pastor, or church, 
that fails to utilize the power in christian women for the 
Master's cause sacrificesa great strength. Most gladly, 
therefore. do we see our sisters falling into hme in the 
grand march of the chureh of Christ for the conquest of the 
world. The work our women are doing in Mississippi and 
other States demonstrates their willingness and ability to 
work. During this centenial year the central committee re- 
ports through its secretary, Mrs. "Nellie G, Dupree, the fol- 
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lowing most encoura ing results: Amount contributed to 
Foreign, Home and State Missions, and Mississippi College, 
Ministerial Education and other benevolent plrposes, $9,- 
930.78, Number of Associations 36.°; Number of _Associa- 
tions reporting woman’s work, 27. Number of Woman's 
Missionary Societies, 474. We most earnestly commend 
them and their work to the brethren of this Association, and 
to the pastors throughout the bounds of this Association. 
Our prayer is that God may bless their future efforts with 
success as he has in the past. 
Respectfully Submitted, D. H.8. Cox, Committee. 


Appennix G—Rerort on Sunday ScHooLs. 

Your Committee on Sumday Schools would report that 
there seems to bea decline in this work: which your com- 
mittee regards as second in importance in church work, and 
we therefore recommend that this work be looked «fter by 
the churches, and pushed forward, as it is the best means of 
reaching the children, as they are here brought in direct 
contact with the teachings as they cannot be with the minis 
ter in the pulpit. There the good and faithful Teacher, and 
no other should be retained, can put the question, and make 
the applications of traths, thereby making impressions that 
may last through eternity; thus training thew minds and 


preparing them for the reception of Christ and Salvation. 


Respectfully submitted, H. J. Movs 
Appenpry H—Report ON PUBLICATION. 

Your Coramittee on Publications would report;—Mach 
has been said and written on this subject in our associations, 
yet Baptists subscribe for and read publications, which in 
their tendency are immorral, and not worthy to occupy 4 
place in our homes. Weare living in an age of newspapers; 
nearly every body reads the newspapers, especially the young. 
What shall we read? If we desire to be spiritually minded, 
ourselves and have our children grow UP into the stature of 
men and women in Christ, then it behooves 
“Word of God” “ f our counsel. and the guide 
of our life,” and should be consulted daily that we may walk 
as (od wishes, and enjoy the ways of piety, for her “ways 
are ways of pleasantness™ and all her “paths are peace.” In- 
deed we are commanded to “search the Scriptures.” 

Denominational publications are @ necessity. That 
church is most aggressiye and potent for good that has 4 well 
informed membership. God in Be Pe | has given us 4 

> religious press from which are issued books, tracts and news- 
papers, which if read and studied will ‘store the mind witli 

useful knowledge. 7 
We would recommend as most useful on this line in our 
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et ete 
church work the following publications: The Southern Bap- 
tist Record, published at Meridian, Miss. The Record is our 
State organ and is well known among us and abroad, as a 
sound Baptist paper. It gives us the news of the Baptist 
people in our State, and goes beyond this sometimes, and 
gives us what Baptists are doing in all parts of the world. 
We urge upon our people to take and read the Record, be- 
lieving it will be a blessing in any home. 

We have the Foreign M ssion Journal giving us infor- 
mation of the work of our missionaries who toil among the 
heathen, far removed from home and natiye land, There is 
the Home Field employed by the Home Mission Board in ac- 
yuainting Southern Baptists with its work. We have the Con- 
vention Quarterly which gives us all the information that 
one needs about the work of our Convention Board) We 
would recommend to our Sanday Schools the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention Series, published at Nashvilie, Tenn., address 
J. M. Frost, Cor. Sec. : 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. Mavrix. 
Revort on Howe anv Forerey Missions. 

Passing through this, the 19th century, the most impor- 

tant period in the history of missions, our hearts swell with 

titude as we watch the onward march of Christianity, 
which had its begining in the life of Him who said:. “Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creat- 
ure.’ How can they jeye when they have not heard, 
and how can thev hear without a preadhea, and how can he 
preach except he be sent? 

Since the days bf Cary and Jadson, Home and For- 
eign missious bave expanded far beyond the measares hoped 
for by Christianity. We haye wide and open doors in the 
missionary field, and are now opening ds never before in the 
past. All these fields tell us in language more sublime thar 
we can writeit, and that too in language that cannot be 
mistaken, of the vast multitude of people ready to hear the 
Story of the Cross and the way of Salvation. Missionaries, 
both men and women,‘are being sent out year after year by 
our Boards to preach and teach the truth of the Kingdom of 
Christ; and in a large measure the power of God's truth is 
leaving its impress upon the minds of those in the dark land 
of heathenism. 

We would uige adeep and substantial interest in the 
work of Home missions, and call upon the brethren to give 
a careful perusal of the able and more complete report of the 
minutes of the Southern Baptist Convention. We would 
insist and urge that more prominence be given this depart- 
ment of our mission work. The Baptists of the Southern 
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aptist Convention are sustaining missionaries in Japan, 
China, Africa, Italy. Brazil and Mexico. What we need to 
accomplish the work in these white harwost fields, are men— 
(od fearing men—men in large numbers, whom God has 
disposed to take this work. We need money too, and plenty 
of it to enable these men to go forth into the field. For 
both we should pray. May God help us to fulfill our sacred 
trust in both these particulars. As Christian men and wo- 
light of the world. “How much of the light 
| cast its beams upon these distant fields?” 
Respectfully submitted, D. H. 8. Cox, 
Dury or Pastors To THEIR CHURCHES. 

Your committee unto whom was referred’ the report of 
the “Daty of pastors to their churches,” would beg leave to 
submit the following: The great demand of the churches 
of to-day is preachers and pastors, but these two gifts are 
rarely found in the majority of the ministers ot to-day. 
There are two reasons for this deficiency. 1 There are few 
churches which are able to e ploy a minister for all of his 
time, and give him a suppor@so & to claim all of his time; 
consequently he either hus to give himself to manual labor 
to sapplement his salary, or take churches enough to fill out 
his time, and thereby supply the actual necessaries of life. 
» When a minister preaches to four churches, and perhaps 
in as many different counties, three days are a short a time 
as he can make the trip and return home, hence he has only 
four days to prepare his sermon, and other necessary preper- 
ations for the trip, while his work is suffering for the lack 
of pastoral work. We see no remedy for it, until all the 
churches return to the apostolie plan—every church have 

its own pastor then we can have all of his time, and he 
ean visit every family of his flock and congregation, find 
out their troubles and needs, and preach more intelligently 
i tothem. Then he can find the sheep. knowing their needs 
and desires. But the Albwise Creator and Redeemer has pro- 
vided for such emergencies a3 now exist among the churches. 
He says God hath set some 10 the church. Apostles, teachers 
and prophets, and now most of our churches have only 
teachers. It is impossible for our ministers to discharge 
their duties as pastors situated as the most of them ure now, 
especially in this Delta, but do they not often fail in their 
duties when they, could do better? ,Do they do all they can? 
They should as often as possiole visit their flock, especially 
the poor and needy, gain the confidence of all and urge them 
to do their duty: Wherever you find a good, live pastor 
you are more than likely to find @ good live church—a pros- 
perous church. Respectfully Submitted, T. 8. SHUFORD. 
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CONSTITUTION. | 

Arr. 1. This Associationshall be called the Sunflower 
Association, and shall consist of churches of the Baptist de- 
nomination in regular standing. 

\nr. 2. Each church of this umion shall be entitled to 
five delegates, who on presenting their church letter certify- 
ing their appointment, shall be entitled to seats and all the 
privileges of this Association, 

Ar. 3. Churches of thé same faith and order with this 
body, may be admitted to membership in this Association by 


signifying their desire by letter and delegates. ~~ 

Art. 4. The officers of this Association shall consist of 
a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, to be selected by a majori- 
ty of the delegates present at each sestion, who together 
with four other members appointed by the Moderator, shall 
form an executive committee, four of ‘whom shall consti- 
tute a quorum, who shall attend to all business intervening 
the sitting of the Association. : 

Arr. 5. This Association shall never possess any power 
or authority over the charelies. It may advise, as an advisory 
council only—yet itshall haye power to withdraw fellow- 
ship from any church thatis known to be in disorder or 
fails to represent itself for three successive meetings. 

\xr. 6 The Moderator shall preside over the meetings 
of this Association, and may vote only in case of a tie, and 
he shall appoint all committees. ; 

\nt. 7. The Clerk shall keep a true record of all the 
proceedings of the Association, and be responsible for all 
articles and documents committed to his care. 

\nr. 8. The Treasurer shall receive all monies and prop- 
erty of the Association andshall be responsible for the same. 
and shall Nor pay out amy money save by the order of the 
Association or executive committee, and shall report all dis- 
bursments at each Association. 

Arr. 9. The object of this Association shall. be to di- 
gest, organize an operative system of measures to promote 
the general interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom. But in no 
instance shall 1t infringe on the indepeadence ef the churches. 

Axr. 10. This constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular sitting of the Association by a vote of two 
thirds of the delegates present. 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 
Axt. 1 The Association shall be opered with prayer. 


Art. 2 The Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer shall be chosen by the 


members present by private ballot. 
Art. 3 The Moderator ball be considered the judge of order, but 


any member not satisfied with bis decision may appeal, provided the ap- 
peal be made on the same day, butat no subsequent tie. 

Ant, 4 The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of 
members, but not to vote unless his vote is necessary to 


vpeaking a6 other 
he shall cal] on some brother to 


decide the question. Ifhe rise to speak, 


take the chair. : 
brought before the Association shall be Sintro- 


Art. 5 All questions J 
duced by motion, and if seconded, shall be open for discussion, unless 


withdrawn by the mover oF his second. When @ subject has been taken 
np and e reasonable time allowed for discussion, the Moderator shall 


take the question by yess and nays, and if a call for a division be made it 


shall be decided by the members rising. 

Art. 6 Any memoer wisbing to speak shall rise from his seat and 
address the Moderator. Only one member shall speak at the same time, 
and while speaking shall not be interrupted, unless he depart from the 


snbject or make personal reflections. 
Art. 7 No person shall speak more than once upon any subject until 
all who wish to speak have bad an opportunity, nor more than twice upoP 


any subject without permission. | 
Art. 8 Every subject introduced for discussion shall be first decided 


before another shall be offered, unless it shallbe laid over by motion. 


‘with the consent of the mover and Association. A 
Art. 9 The Association shall in all cases be governed by @ majority 


of the members present (except in the reception of churches then a unani- 
mous vote shall be required. ‘Bat in no case shall one member or eburch 
prevent the reception.of & eburch without 4 sufficient cause is shown, 
which shall be determined by 4 majority.”) . 

Arr. 10 The names of members shall be called whenever the Asso- 
ciation may direct, and the absentees marked. Any member avishing to 


retire sha!l obtain permission of the Moderator. , 
Arr. 11 The appellation of Brother shall be used by members in ad- 


dressing each other. 


ART. 12 These rules may be suspended for the time being by # vote 


_of the Association. 
Art 13 Any member violating these rules shall be subject to reproval 
by the Moderator, but only on the day the breach shall have been com- 
mitted. ' 
Arr 14 Amendments er alterations may be made t 
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